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1. General information

1.1. Aims of the course

Within the structure of the Master's studies, the Final Master Dissertation (FMD) constitutes a practical activity in which the
student has to develop an activity that allows to develop the competences of the whole degree. In this case, the FMD is a
subject organized around the realization of a research work supervised by a teacher belonging to the knowledge areas that
are part of the degree.
This approach and objective are aligned with the following Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations
2030 Agenda (  in such a way that the acquisition of the results of subjecthttps://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/),
learning provides training and competence to contribute to some extent to its achievement:
Objective 3: Health and well-being
Objective 4: Quality education
Goal 5: Gender equality
Goal 10: Reduction of inequalities

1.2. Context and importance of this course in the degree

As it has been indicated, it is a compulsory subject that defines the research character of the master's degree and that
requires having developed the competences that define the degree.

1.3. Recommendations to take this course

The master dissertation is conceived as the final part of the master's degree through which the competences acquired within
it are developed. Given the workload assigned to it, it is distributed throughout the course, with three dates for possible
defence, first call before the summer, second, after the same in September, and third in December. There will also be a
February call for second enrolment FMD.
Its peculiarity is that the evaluation of the same has to be done in a court and once the rest of the subjects of the master
have been passed, so even if the registration is made at the beginning of the course.
In the case of part-time students, enrolment is recommended in the second year, although throughout the first year, it is
recommended to establish a possible line for the development of the same to limit the work within the subjects towards the
same. The choice of research area and / or director for the TFM is made on the dates indicated in the academic calendar of
the master each year.

2. Learning goals



2.1. Competences

1. Base, design and plan research and develop innovative proposals in the field of Lifelong Learning
2. Develop different procedures to carry out the investigation and collect the data
3. Analyse the data generated from the design of the research and draw the conclusions derived from them
4. Prepare research reports and defend them in public before specialized public

2.2. Learning goals

1. Good knowledge of the concepts included in it, relating them and comparing them with others nearby, with the theories
that support them and with the operational definitions that are derived.
2. An adequate argumentation of a sequence of ideas that lead him to identify a research problem, justifying the need to
deepen it.
3. Adequate support of the research carried out in the same field by other authors, providing both recent and classic data on
the subject, which requires the use of scientific databases.
4. The formulation of the research objectives and the hypotheses derived from the justification of the subject.
5. The decision making about the research design, which requires determining a research methodology justifying the
relationship between the method and the objectives and hypotheses, the delimitation of the variables, the selection of an
accessible and valid sample, the determination of investigation procedures and data collection.
6. The analysis of the data based on the nature of the variables applying the technical or statistical procedures necessary in
each case, justifying their use, proposing different alternatives and drawing conclusions derived from the data found.
7. Formulate some general conclusions of the research, integrate them with the knowledge and previous research and
recognize both the contributions they entail and the critical aspects derived from the research procedure followed.
8. Present this process in a written format, following the existing agreements on scientific publications (for example the APA
format and the publication norms of a scientific journal or congress), with an adequate and sufficient management of both
oral expression and written.
9. Present in oral format, with the support of technologies, the decision-making process followed, the justification of the same
and the conclusions obtained, adapting to a context limited by the exposure time, the technologies used and the target
audience.

2.3. Importance of learning goals

The competences developed in the master's degree  allow students to integrate in the field of research and have the tools to
analyze complex problems, develop research objetives, generate results and conclusions and present them to specialized
and non-specialized target audience.
 

3. Assessment (1st and 2nd call)

3.1. Assessment tasks (description of tasks, marking system and assessment criteria)

Oral examination of the Master's dissertation will be carried out through a face-to-face act in front of the
examination committee, in public session.
Assessment criteria 
https://educacion.unizar.es/sites/educacion.unizar.es/files/archivos/MASTER_APRENDIZAJE/TFM/rubrica.pdf

4. Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources

4.1. Methodological overview

The basic learning process planned for this subject involves the individual development of an investigation in an area of
interest chosen by the student, counting on the supervision of a supervisor who will guide the student throughout the
process. The task of supervising may be assumed by one or several lecturers from areas of knowledge connected to the
master and who has/have offered research lines.
There are two options:
1. Master dissertation following the structure of the research report.
2. Final Master work by article.
See detailed information on these links
https://educacion.unizar.es/sites/educacion.unizar.es/files/archivos/MASTER_APRENDIZAJE/TFM/normas_generales_tfm.pdf



https://educacion.unizar.es/sites/educacion.unizar.es/files/archivos/MASTER_APRENDIZAJE/TFM/normas_generales_tfm.pdf
https://educacion.unizar.es/sites/educacion.unizar.es/files/archivos/MASTER_APRENDIZAJE/TFM/orientaciones_direccion_tfm.

4.2. Learning tasks

From the 2018/2019 academic year, students have the possibility of presenting their master dissertation in an article. The
general rules of presentation of the manuscript as well as the traditional method of delivery must follow APA regulations.
This modality of FMD allows the student to present their work through a research article that will follow the norms of a
scientific journal of recognized prestige in their field of knowledge (indexed in SCOPUS). This research article may be sent to
the journal; the article may be accepted for publication. This type of work should gather: scientific impact and social impact
That is, not only will it be a scientific article, but it will also collect a part of the social impact that we will later point out.
The decision to perform the FMD by article must be made by the student after reflecting on the characteristics of the same in
comparison with the alternative of the other type of FMD. Once the decision to carry out the FMD by article has been made,
the steps to be followed by the student will be:
- Present to the FMD supervisor the object of their research project, the methodology, the information sources and the data
collection so that together they determine the strategy to elaborate the FMD by article around a defined theme.
- Realization of the research, writing of the article, which may be in Spanish, English or in both languages.
- Preparation of the report that must be submitted on the date set for it.
The conditions to present the FMD by article are:
? The student must be listed as 1st author and will not exceed four authors.The authorship will consist of the supervisor and
the student. If there is another author, he or she must have express permission to be in the article.
The report that the student must present must include the following:
- Have the express authorization of its supervisor and supervisors. And if it were the case, authorization of the other authors
to appear in the article.
- Justification of the election of the FMD by article and of the journal that has been chosen (no more than 1000 words).
- Introduction, in which the objectives and development of the FMD are presented. Special reference will be made to his
contribution as the first author of the article. The first authorship of the student, as well as his contribution in the development
of the article, must be reflected in his participation -at least- in the definition of the object of study, objectives and hypotheses
(if any), development of the research design and analysis of the data, as well as in the initial and final drafting of the
manuscript/article. It is advisable that it be accompanied by the bibliographic sources used in the process of making of the
FMD and not reflected in the article (between 5000 and 6000 words, without bibliography)
- Scientific article following the rules of the chosen scientific journal (it must be of recognized prestige in its field of knowledge
(indexed in SCOPUS).
- Conclusions and justification of the social impact of the article (1500-2000 words), that is, to indicate and describe what
transferability has the work done in the socio-educational improvement.

4.3. Syllabus

Master (EQF/MECU 7)

4.4. Course planning and calendar

Further information concerning the timetable, office hours, assessment dates and other details regarding this course will be
 refer to 
https://educacion.unizar.es/master-aprendizaje/tfm-master-aprendizaje

4.5. Bibliography and recommended resources

The bibliography of the different subjects of the compulsory module includes the basic documentation for the methodology
research of the FDM


