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4. Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources

4.1. Methodological overview

MIDAP is taught in virtual mode, a fact that will allow access to the degree to those who, due to their location, professional or personal reasons, they want to carry out quality distance training. The subject Legal Research Methodology has an essentially practical dimension, since it is a
instrumental subject to help students to have the resources and tools available to them allow to successfully build a master's degree project,   necessary to obtain the degree. Given the virtual mode of delivery, the methodology focuses on an autonomous work system for students outside the area, under the guidance of the responsible teacher, and through the use of various tools: texts theoretical, practical, doctrine reading   and other programmed activities. The teaching methodology follows certain concrete strategies, among which we highlight the following three:
1. Make the student a partner in the learning process, motivating consistency and conduct of being in a continuous formative process
It is proposed to approach the study of the subject critically, both from the revision of the legal texts and of doctrine.

 2.Training in social and ethical values
The legal analysis should serve to open channels of reflection and discussion, to fix the knowledge of the concepts, and to learn strategies and work techniques specific to this subject, necessary to carry out some propositional conclusions in an original research paper.
3.Training in quality, promoting teachings based on active methodologies
The teachers of this subject have been teaching through active methodologies, with official recognition in teaching innovation projects of the   Rovira i Virgili University.

4.2. Learning tasks

The key activities of the subject, according to the proposed calendar, will be announced in advance enough for the teachers in charge of their  teaching. In this subject the following learning activities will be carried out:

Introductory activities
Activities aimed at making contact and collecting information from students and presentation of the subject.

Discussion forums
The discussion forums or "webinars" will be virtual activities intended to deal in depth specific themes or complex and topical issues of each    subject, through personal exchanges between attendees

Practical cases / case studies
For the acquisition of the skills of the degree and achieve the learning objectives of each subject, the students will carry out case studies or     solve practical cases, so that the student will be required to elaborate an argued solution regarding an issue, solve a series of specific             questions or make a global reflection.

Academic work
Academic work carried out by the student in a non-face-to-face manner that allows the understanding and application of the contents, the use and organization of the information, the critical thinking ability, etc.

Personalized attention
The teachers will personally attend the students both in person (during the hours established tutoring), as virtual (email or videoconference or other means through moodle) providing the required information, advising the development of works such as participation in discussion forumsand seminars. It will also provide explanations necessary to improve the monitoring of the subject.



4.3. Syllabus

Unit 1.- Methods for conducting legal research work. -
Unit 2.- The first stage of the investigation (aporetic).
Unit 3.- The second stage of the investigation: search for information (heuristics).
Unit 4.- The third stage of the investigation: construction.
Unit 5.- The fourth stage of the investigation: writing.

4.4. Course planning and calendar

The learning process that has been designed for the subject is based on a series of teaching and learning activities, training and assessment, which are consistent with the expected learning outcomes and which help towards the achievement of such results.
The key activities of the subject, according to the proposed calendar, will be announced in advance enough by the teachers in charge of          tteaching, and they are based on the realization of a first draftof introduction of the possible final master's project.
Electronic means will be used for this purpose.

4.5. Bibliography and recommended resources

The responsible teachers will recommend the updated bibliography of each topic through Moodle.


