Academic Year/course: 2021/22

27853 - American Contemporary Literature
Syllabus Information
Academic Year: 2021/22
Subject: 27853 - American Contemporary Literature
Faculty / School: 103 - Facultad de Filosofía y Letras
Degree: 416 - Degree in English
ECTS: 6.0
Year: 4 and 3
Semester: Second semester
Subject Type: Optional
Module:

1. General information

2. Learning goals

3. Assessment (1st and 2nd call)

4. Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources
4.1. Methodological overview
The methodology followed in this course is oriented towards achievement of the learning objectives. All class activities will be
complemented by group or individual tutorials that form part of the face-to-face teaching and that can also be carried out by
e-mail or via Moodle. The learning process is based on the student's active participation and encourages the accurate
planning of their autonomous work, which includes the writing of an optional individual essay. The learning process fosters
the development of the student's analytical skills and critical thinking, reasoning and argumentation, and involves the reading
of the compulsory texts in the light of the recommended bibliography and the in-class teaching.
English will be the language used in all class activities, tutorials, essays and exams, and the literary texts shall be read in
their original version.

4.2. Learning tasks
This is a 6 ECTS course organized as follows:
Guided activities
Theory sessions (1.2 ECTS: 30 hours). Theory sessions (which include, for each topic, the study of the historical
and cultural context, the main features of the period's literary production, the introduction to authors and texts, and
the explanation of relevant critical and methodological approaches) consist of the teacher's presentation of such
contents, and will be based on PowerPoint presentations and other materials available in Moodle. Student
participation will be encouraged in these sessions by means of relevant questioning and prior knowledge-activating
strategies.
Practice sessions and group seminars (1.2 ECTS: 30 hours). Practice sessions consist of the critical analysis of
the compulsory literary texts. Previous reading on the part of students is essential for the development of these
sessions, which will include guided commentaries with the whole class, small group discussion, or the writing of
brief individual or group analyses to be presented orally. Debates, questions, brainstorming or role play for
character analysis will also be used in order to activate theoretical and practical knowledge, reinforce basic
concepts and develop synthesizing, analyzing, interpreting, relating, and expressing skills as well as attitudes such
as cooperation and valuation of the work of others.
Supervised activities

Individual and group tutorials (0.1 ECTS: 2.5 hours). Tutorial attendance (alternatively, e-mail consultations or
participation on the Moodle platform) is compulsory for the guided writing of essays, and optional for the rest of
issues concerning the course.
Autonomous activities
Compulsory readings, use of secondary sources and Moodle materials (2.8 ECTS: 70 hours; or 3.4 ECTS: 85
hours for the students who do not write up the optional essay). The students' autonomous activities include revising
the concepts studied in class, as well as reading and analyzing the compulsory texts, reading secondary sources,
and visiting the Moodle page.
Elaboration of the optional essay (0.6 ECTS: 15 hours), optional. By the 8th week of the semester, students will
decide on a topic that will be agreed upon with the teacher. They will work on the development of a working
hypothesis that will be presented to the teacher by the 13th week, together with the essay outline and the selected
bibliography. The completed essay will be handed in by the day of the exam.
Assessment
Global exam (0.1 ECTS: 2.5 hours). The exam will take place on the day assigned by the Faculty. Students will
have 2.5 hours at the most. The type of exam is described in the Assessment section of this guide.

4.3. Syllabus
UNIT 1. The intersections of race and gender in US ethnic literatures: the fiction of Toni Morrison and Louise Erdrich.
1.1. Ethnic literatures of the US: methodological introduction and overview.
1.2. African American racism, shame and trauma: Toni Morrison?s ?Sweetness.?
1.3. Native American resurgence against the violations of the woman?s body and Mother Earth: Louise Erdrich
(Anishinaabe)?s The Round House.
UNIT 2. Posthuman ethics and the female body.
2.1. Transhumanism vs. Critical Posthumanism: an overview.
2.2. The Anorexic Posthuman: Flesh and the Female Self in Jenefer Shute?s Life-Size (chapter selection).
Larissa Lai?s Salt Fish Girl.
UNIT 3. Literature in the 21st Century: Transformations Wrought by Digital Technologies, Digital Culture and Social Media.
3.1. Digital Technology and Culture in Contemporary American Literature. Dangers and New Possibilities.
3.2. Social Satire and Dystopian Fiction: Surveillance, Social Media, New Forms of Identity and Interpersonal Connection
Online in Dave Egger?s The Circle.
3.2. The Future of Literature. Print books, Digital Literature, Intermediality and Transmedia Storytelling. Selection of texts.
2.3. Narratives of the Anthropocene: Speculative Fiction and Divergent Corporeality
Compulsory readings:
Toni Morrison, ?Sweetness? (short story, 2015)
Louise Erdrich, The Round House (novel, 2012)
Jenefer Shute, Life-Size (chapter selection, 1992)
Larissa Lai, Salt Fish Girl (novel, 2002)
Dave Egger?s The Circle (novel, 2013)
Recommended films:
Steve McQueen, 12 Years a Slave (2013)
Jason Momoa, Road to Paloma (2014)

4.4. Course planning and calendar
Theory and practice sessions (critical analysis of the compulsory literary texts) will take place in two weekly sessions,
following the official schedule. Three to four weeks will be necessary for the presentation and discussion of each topic.
Group and individual tutorials will follow the schedule provided by the teacher, taking into account the students' class hours.
Students can write up an optional individual essay guided by the teacher taking into account the following key dates:
Deadline for notifying the choice of subject: week 8.
Deadline for submitting the detailed draft and the bibliography: week 13.
Deadline for submitting the essays: during the first final exam.
The first final exam includes the submission of the optional essay and will take place on the official date assigned by the
University.

